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1. The 1lst Mecz Regt, also referred to as lst Mecz Kommando, is staticned
in Installation IT on Bernausr Strasse, Oranlenburg, a former SS-¥aserne,
and was subordinate to the Mechanized Bereitschaft Potsdan of ths East
Gernan Ministry of the Interior. The organization and strength of the lst
Mecz Regiment is as follows:
OfTicers  NCQOs W
Headquarters 17
Headquarters personnel 6 10 10
Headquarters company 7 12 80
3-1 Company . 5 10 60
5=5 Company 5 20 40
Technical Company 10 20 30
58 (Heavy Artillery) Sattalion 12 30 70
lst Battalion 12 20 70
24 Battalilon 34 78 386
3d Battalion 12 - 20 70
C-Battalion g 10 - 70
School 5 10 50
The strength of the 2d Bn allegedly corresponds to tha authorized strengih
of this battalion. 1
2, Officers assigned to this unit included:

Lievtenant Colonel Klepsch (fnu), Co, assigned to the unit since September 1953;

Captain Ludwig (fnu), Deputy Co and’ political ofﬂcer,
Captain Berger (fnu), chief of etaff;
Captain Uhlig (fnu), CO, C-Bn;

Senlor lieutenant Diete Lnu), school cormandant; -

Senior Lieutenant Kroll (fnu), commander of the techaical e any;
Lieutenant Legler (fou), Co, S=1 Co, previcusly at the Panzersehule in
Iriemer Wald. .
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2. The lst Mecz Rept was egquipyed as follows:

ist through 3d Co of the C-Battaliom : 10 7-34/85 u&mks to each ecmpanys
Ath Co of the C-Battalion: & guns on mode: SU-70 self-propelled nounts;
SB Battalion ;3 5 x152-mm field howitzers, #xl122.mm field howitzers

and 6x76-mm model ¥=43 infantry guns;

8=5 Co ¢ 6x12.7-mm model DZHK AT guns mourised on trucks;

4th Co : 18x82-mm mortars;

5th Co : 16x45-zm medel M«42 AT gune. =

Fotor vehicles avallable to the lst Mecz Rerl ineluded 8x3-axle modal ¥M-3

armered personnel carriers; 4 model BA~84 srrored scout cars. assiened to '
the S~1 o, lst Flatoon; 60 model He3~p trucks| 25X1
20 ® 2Z-axle model ZIS trucks; 3 tank fruck‘ » one with trailer; 3 repair srnn

trucks, zssigned to the technical company, % truck %o each platoon;y 2

model Fhsenomen smbulances, asslgned to the heacimzarters cornpany; 1 model

Fhaenomen radio truck, assigned to the hescquarters company; 4 BMW and EMY

sommand cars Lf_jw_m—l_dja HH motoreycles with a pisten 25X1
displacement © cubic ¢, assigned to the S-1 Co, 24 and 34 Flatoon:

3 sidecer wmotoreyeles of Soviet type, assizned to the 8«1 Co and the C-Bn. :

About nid-September 1953, Soviet drivers duliwarad 50 model =3 armored

personnel carrlers. Of these, 8 vehicles rerained with the reginent while the

others were transferrad to other installations. In September 1953, aboud 60

sidecar motoreyeles were deliversd by Soviet drivers. Of these, 57 wers

forwarded to other units.3 About 10 tc 15 forwer Germsn army field kitchens

on preunatic tires and ahout 40 gas masks for training rurvoses were also

available to the regiment.

4o About 15 percent of the rersonnel belonged %o the 1936 clase, 50 percent
to the 1935 through 1933 clesses, 30 percent to the 1952 through 1%28 classes,
while 5 percent belonged to the 1927 through 1925 classes. About 50 rercent
of the personnel supported the SED regime, while 50 percent were fcllowers.,
Yoviet Lieutenant Colonel Gochlkanoy ‘fnu) whe only wore a Soviet uniform with
red collar vatches was atiached 4o the regiment as an advisor. A Soviet
rolitieal officer was expected to arrive.

i~ The training year was completed on 31 October 2953. The treining status at

the mechanized reglment was rated as fair. Mxercises at company, battalion,
entsl and division levels were scheduled %o be held in the 1953/1%954
ing year. The training was tc be compieted by a fall maneuver. The fact
at Ghe training stabus reschad by the unit on 31 October was only rated
Yair was attributed to two enployrents in Berlin and the d&scontinuatiun
wraining activitiez after the fransfer to (ranienbure.

i Corment, Durlng the rerorted cerlod, ihe regiment had an sctual strength 25X1
of sbout 1,300 men, i.e. elightly more thar 50 percent of the war time strength
of a Soviet mechanized regiment. The balancue may be accounted for by the many
vacencies at the lst and 34 fns.

2 Conment. Tbe weapons equipmmt greatly deviates from the standard 25X1
squirnant. It may be assured that the modes SU76 gung as well as the 152-mm

and 1#2-wm howltzers will not remain with e regiment. These weapons
possibly dete back from the time mrior to ilie re-orpanization of the cadre
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urit in Oranienburg (previcusly in Grossenbain) into a mechanized
reziment. It is surprising that these weapons should not have been

" turned over to other KVF units where. they are authorlzed equipment.

3. z‘gg_gg;rﬁg_t_.; The armored personnei carrisrs and sidecar motorcycles 25X1

wers delivered from the UESR.
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